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VISION
"A connected, empowered, progressive Philippines"

MISSION
As the social outreach arm of PLDT and SMART, the PLDT-Smart
Foundation provides assistance in education, economic and
social entrepreneurship, disaster response, youth, arts and sports
development. In all these, PLDT-Smart Foundation strives to integrate
information and communication technology, reaching out above all to
those who have less access.

VALUES
We value:
PASSION to serve, for results,
for hard work
SOLIDARITY and community
FAITH in God and in the Filipino people
INTEGRITY and accountability

OUR COVER
There is no greater power than the power of people
to be compassionate to his or her fellowmen.
Compassion brings out malasakit seen in people
coming together in times of tragedy or disasters.
Compassion powers volunteerism, enabling people
to reach the farthest barangay just to bring aid and
assistance. Compassion also ensures that the future
generations are given the right tools and learnings
today so that they can be able to maximize the
benefits of education through the power of digital
technology.
We at PLDT-Smart Foundation (PSF), through our
various social responsibility projects and endeavors,
aims to harness the power of compassion to reach
more Filipinos, especially those who are in need of a
helping hand,

WHAT’s INSIDE
04 | Message from the Chairman
05 | Message from the President
06 | 2018 at a Glance
08 | Sharing Power
22 | Learning Power
34 | Board of Trustees
36 | PLDT-Smart Foundation Team
38 | Financial Report

MESSAGE FROM THE
CHAIRMAN
In order to do good, we must do well.
This is the core of Corporate Social
Responsibility that has guided us
through the years. But let me rephrase
it to fit the ever-changing business
landscape -- in order to do good, we
must do it well. It means that if we want
our CSR activities to truly matter, then
we have to give it all our best.
This is what PLDT-Smart Foundation
(PSF) has done, not only in the
year 2018, but through the years
ever since its inception as PLDT
Foundation and evolving as PLDTSmart Foundation. As it evolved, its
activities and mission have evolved.
From just merely providing relief during
typhoons and handing out support
for various charitable causes, PSF has
implemented projects with a long-term
purpose and encompassing results.
In 2018, PSF continued to ensure that
its activities have changed the lives of
beneficiaries not only for a day, but for
the long run. To use an often quoted
phrase, we ‘feed the people by teaching
them how to fish.’
To do well -- that is our mission in our
businesses and in our CSR activities.
To do well -- it takes all of us, from top
management to every single volunteer.
To do well -- we give our all, especially
our precious time, to make others feel
our compassion and care.

Manuel V. Pangilinan
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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Year in and year out, the
PLDT-Smart Foundation has
accomplished projects that have
reached people and places that
need help the most. The year 2018
is no different.
In a year filled with events,
activities, and sadly, natural and
man-made disasters, the PSF was
present and ready with assistance
and relief, showing our fellow
Filipinos that there is a hand ready
to help them.
We learned of stories on how our
Sack of Joy was brought high up
the mountains of the Cordilleras
and how teachers were havimg
sleepless nights in anticipation of
their school finally owning a Smart
School-in-a-bag. These are the
stories that continually warms our
hearts and inspires us to do well
and to do more.
There will be more activities and
events in the coming years, some
will bring us to a remote barangay
or will make us cross rivers and
wooden bridges, but whatever it
takes, the power of volunteerism,
of compassion, and of caring
conquers all challenges.

Ma. Esther O. Santos
POWER OF CONNECTION
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2018

AT A GLANCE
Simpleng
Handog for
Gabay Guro
scholars

Relief operations in
Malabon for families
affected by fire

PSF supports
Dynamic Learning
Program in Lanao
del Norte and
Sarangani

January

PSF joins 2nd leg
of Mayon relief
operations

February

March

April

May

June

Turn-over of
educational assistance
to children of PNP
personnel

Relief operations in Marawi

Albay relief
drive for
Mayon Volcano
evacuees

PSF joins Brigada
Eskwela in QC
and Bocaue
School-in-a-Bag
turnover for
schools in
Mindanao

Groundbreaking
of classroom
building in Bohol

To mark the birthday of
MVP, PSF with Tulong
Kapatid turned over
donations in Tarlac

Ceremonial turnover
of School-in-a-Bag
for Ormoc, Leyte

Sack of Joy
donation to
students in
Lapu-Lapu
City, Cebu

Grand
Salubong
launch in NAIA
Terminal 3 for
arriving OFWs

Relief goods donation to
Bataan and in Pampanga

Gabay Guro Grand
Gathering celebrates
20,000 teachers

PSF honors
recipients of 14th
MVP Academic
Excellence
Awards

July

Relief
operations
in Northern
Luzon

MVP leads in
spreading early
Christmas cheer in
Bahay Aruga

Sack of Joy
donation
in Sagada
elementary
schools

August

September

October

November

December
Paskong Kapatid
brings holiday
cheers to kids

Smart Schoolin-a-Bag
donation
for Balanti
Elementary
School in
Tarlac

School in a Bag donation in Palo,
Leyte and Camarines Norte
Donation
turnover to Fr.
Al’s Children’s
Foundation in
Silang, Cavite

Donation of
Sacks of Joy
in schools in
Laguna
Launch of
food truck
in Bacolod
during
Masskara
Fest

Relief operations in Pangasinan

F O U N D A T I O N

SHARING POWER
Sharing is caring. Sharing is the most palpable act to show that there
is a hand willing to help in times of trouble. In 2018, the PLDT-Smart
Foundation led various efforts to show care to the Filipino people,
especially those who are living in locations ravaged by natural calamities.
PSF recognizes the need for selfless service in order to bring out the
power of sharing in the hearts and minds of its volunteers.
From providing immediate relief solutions in times of distress to simple
acts of gift-giving in times of celebration, PSF shows its care
for each and every Filipino.
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SHARING POWER

SACK OF JOY DISTRIBUTION
It is literally a child’s joyful face that greets each and every PLDT
and Smart volunteer as they hand over a Sack of Joy (SOJ). The
SOJ, which contains various school supplies that help a child
perform better at school, can also become a mini school bag as
it is reusable and durable.
In 2018, the PLDT-Smart Foundation has reached 35 schools and
distributed 3,805 bags, bringing smiles to kids as far as Sagada
and Camarines Norte.
What makes the SOJ program more inclusive is the fact that
PLDT employees could nominate any public school in a thirdclass municipality by sending the school profile to PSF.

POWER OF CONNECTION
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“

I am happy that the Sack of Joy project
continues to reach more children
all over the country. Also glad that
the PLDT and Smart employees are
working together with the PLDT-Smart
Foundation to reach remote schools
with students who need even the most
basic of school materials. That joy
expressed in the children’s smiles is
truly priceless.
Menardo G. Jimenez
Board Member of PLDT-Smart Foundation

“We invited our fellow PLDT
employees to join us in this project
by nominating a school they feel
needs the Sack of Joy,” said Ma.
Esther O. Santos, PSF President.
“Aside from making sure that the
SOJ will bring joy to the recipients,
our volunteers also get to
experience joy themselves as they
take time to know the community,
the school, and its students.”
Among the recipients of the SOJ in
2018 include:
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“

35
TOTAL NO. OF
SCHOOLS REACHED

3,805
TOTAL NO. OF
BAGS DISTRIBUTED

SHARING POWER

1. Angkeling Elementary School
and Tanulong Elementary School
Located in Sagada, Mountain Province, their
students received SOJ from PLDT employees
and the PSF team. These two elementary
schools were nominated by PLDT employees
Jon Carlo Chavez and Yolanda Gorospe. The
team travelled 13 hours from Manila to two of
Sagada's most remote schools, bringing hope
and smiles to the students in the highlands.
2. Mahayahay Elementary School
and Biliboy Elementary School
Located in Ormoc, Leyte, the schools continue
to inspire students with the joys of learning.
Ormoc, once the site of a disastrous typhoon
in the 90s, continues to rise as an idyllic
destination. These two elementary schools
were nominated by PLDT employees.
3. Dumagmang Intergrated School
Located in a remote mountain barangay in
Labo, Camarines Norte, the turnover of 250
SOJ was led by PSF and the PLDT Employees
Credit Cooperative (PECCI). Aside from the SOJ,
school supplies and a Smart School-in-a-Bag
were also donated.

which would be distributed to the students
and residents without electricity. The entire
team travelled 15 kilometers to Dumagmang
Integrated School which took 2 1/2 hours to
navigate. Upon reaching the school, the team
was greeted by more than 600 students and
residents.
4. Hamticon Elementary School
Located in Sagay City, Negros
Occidental, the school was
nominated by PLDT Bacolod. Its
employee-volunteers headed
by Negros Customer Service
Operations Zone Head Rene
Santillan braved the long
trip, hilly trails and river
crossings just to reach the
far-flung school.

1

3

5. Emiliana J. Garcia
Elementary School
Located in Bacolod City, the
school was also nominated
by PLDT Bacolod whose
employee-volunteers
distributed around
100 SOJ to students.

5

PECCI members rode two 6x6 trucks,
bringing with them more than 30 boxes of
school supplies, solar lamps, and raincoats

“

We faced some difficulties to reach Hamticon
Elementary School, but we forgot all those
the minute we saw the genuine smiles that
welcomed us in Sagay City. It may be our first
time to participate in PSF’s incredible efforts,
but it is surely an unforgettable and remarkable
experience.

“

Rene Santillan
Head of PLDT Negros Customer Service
Operations Zone, who led PLDT Bacolod employee
volunteers when they turned over the SOJ

POWER OF CONNECTION
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SHARING POWER

“

Our hearts are filled with warmth and humility as we
witness one of the most selfless acts of kindness there ever
is – to open one’s ‘home’ to those who are most in need.
Bahay Aruga serves as an inspiration to everyone as they
open their doors to these children. PSF stands with them as
we try to reach out to these children and give all the help
and support they need.

“

Ma. Esther O. Santos
PLDT-Smart Foundation President

This noble advocacy of Bahay Aruga was noticed by
no less than PLDT Chairman Manuel V. Pangilinan. He
was joined by the Ateneo MBA Project Management
Class of 2018 and the PLDT-Smart Foundation to
bring early Christmas tidings to the center.

BAHAY ARUGA

Chairman MVP was able to personally give Noche
Buena packages, fruits, shirts and hygiene kits to the
cancer patients of Bahay Aruga.

Bahay Aruga is a half-way house for pediatric and
outpatient cancer patients located in San Marcelino
in Ermita, Manila, a few minutes walk away from the
Philippine General Hospital (PGH).

The Ateneo MBA Project Management Class also
distributed coloring materials and gift packs to the
children while the PSF-AKFI Foodtruck provided food
for the staff, patients and their parents.

The house provides free accommodation to those
undergoing chemotherapy, offering a tremendous
convenience for patients especially those who live
outside Metro Manila.

Chairman MVP and the PSF donated financial
support for the center to help in its charitable
operations and for the medical needs of the
beneficiaries, proving that Christmas can come early.
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RELIEF OPERATIONS
For the PLDT-Smart Foundation (PSF), it is not
enough to just sympathize with victims of calamities,
it has to be at the forefront of relief operations – the
crucial time when people are distressed and are
desperate for help.
As a country often hit by natural disasters, it is a mix
of water and fire that proves to be most damaging.
In between, there are also man-made disasters that
displace thousands of families and disrupt their
normal way of life.
In 2018, PSF has served a total of 8,020 families
all over the Philippines who benefited from the
timely response and collective action of employeevolunteers who took turns in serving a hot meal,
handing a warm blanket, and even entertaining
evacuees with song and dance.
Among PSF’s relief operations include helping
victims of:

Typhoon Vinta in Leyte
Tropical storm Vinta made landfall during
the holiday season of 2017 and caused
damage to agriculture, infrastructure and
residences. PSF heeded the call of various
government agencies and provided timely
relief for the typhoon victims on January
2018.
Mayon Volcano eruption in Albay
The rumblings and spewed ashes of the
famous Mayon Volcano sent families to
evacuation centers all over Albay. To help,
PSF led a relief operation which benefited
1,555 families.

1,555 FAMILIES
BENEFITED FROM
RELIEF OPERATION

PSF Team and
volunteers from
Tulong Kapatid
join together to
aid the victims of
Mayon Volcano
eruption in Bicol

POWER OF CONNECTION
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Flooding due to habagat/typhoons in
Bataan, Pampanga, San Mateo (Rizal),
Pangasinan, Marikina and Malabon
Water — much of it — due to habagat
(monsoon) or the perennial typhoon affected
a large portion of Central Luzon and Metro
Manila. Aside from severe floods and
impassable roads, residents from coastal
areas were affected the most as waters kept
on rising. This prompted PSF, together with
the MVP Tulong Kapatid Group, to mobilize
resources and volunteers to various affected
locations.
In Bataan, PSF gave away a thousand food
packs to families affected by Typhoon Josie in
Abucay, Tenejor and Balanga. A few days later,
relief operations moved to Apalit and Candaba
in Pampanga which benefited 500 families.
In one habagat-affected area in Brgy. Banaba
in San Mateo, Rizal, PSF served hot meals to
500 individuals and gave away 200 blankets to
mothers.
Pangasinan was also not spared by tropical
storms. Some 600 families from Barangay
Lasig, Sitio Otel in Calasiao; Barangay Sonquil in
Sta. Barbara; and Barangay Barang in Malasiqui
benefited from the timely relief drive.
Another city affected by rains was Malabon
where over 100 families or 525 inviduals
were served hot meals provided by PSF in
partnership with Alagang Kapatid Foundation.
The soup kitchen operated in Dampalit
Elementary School, Rodriguez Elementary
School and in the Brgy. Hall of Brgy
Dampalit, Malabon. Volunteers
from PSF, PLDT and its branches
joined in the relief efforts.
Fire in Malabon
Some 1,000 families were
rendered homeless by a fire
that hit Brgy. Catmon. Other
companies from Tulong Kapatid
(the MVP Group CSR Council),
also pitched in with PSF giving
away a thousand food packs
for the victims of the fire.
Malabon Mayor Lenlen Oreta
joined PSF in its relief
operations.
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At Camp Ranao: TV5 President Vincent ‘Chot’ Reyes, PSF President Ma. Esther O. Santos,
and Sen. Sonny Angara visited the troops at the military base in Iligan City, Marawi.

Marawi conflict
PSF continues to support the victims of the Marawi
siege through various outreach activities including
feeding programs and distribution of relief goods.
In January 2018, families were visited by PSF and
given shirts, relief goods and hot meals through the
food truck in partnership with TV5 Alagang Kapatid
Foundation.
Typhoon Ompong in Cagayan,
Benguet, and Ilocos Sur
PLDT-Smart Foundation turned over 500 hygiene kits
and 300 blankets to families affected by Typhoon
Ompong in Cagayan. PSF also gave 250 water filters
jugs, 500 relief packs and 100 blankets to families
in the province of Benguet. In addition to that, 500
families from Ilocos Sur were given relief packs as an
aid for the victims of the typhoon.
Typhoon Rosita in Cagayan
Cagayan was once again in the path of a major
typhoon which battered the northern part of the
country. Still reeling from the effects of a typhoon a
few weeks ago, PLDT and PSF were on hand to once
again support our fellowmen through a strategic
relief operations.

POWER OF CONNECTION
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SUPPORT FOR A NOBLE CAUSE
The PLDT-Smart Foundation (PSF) has been
supporting the Fr. Al’s Children’s Foundation Inc.
since 2015 via a financial donation. PSF passionately
supports its advocacies as it reaches out to serve
the poorest of the poor Filipino children by providing
education through the Sisters of Mary Boystown and
Girlstown Schools.
“It is with great joy that we turn over our donation to
Fr. Al’s Children Foundation. We hope that through
this, more young men will have the opportunity to
pursue their dreams and someday make a difference
in our nation,” said PSF President Ma. Esther O. Santos.
Year 2018 was extra special as the yearly turnover of
check donation was followed by a talk that benefited
more than 2,000 high school students in Boys Town,
Silang, Cavite.

Kibanoff also shared an inspiring poem “Invictus”
by William Ernest Henley – a poem often read by
Nelson Mandela. The last part of the poem touches
on the idea of taking control of one’s life as one
keeps the faith and leaps into life’s great unknown.
Antonio Ismao, an 18-year old senior high school
student said after the talk: “I believe that I can
graduate here and I can excel with all the skills that
I have learned. I stand for my family because even if
I come from a poor family, I never let this become a
hindrance in achieving my dreams!”
With his heart set on becoming a seaman, Ismao
dreams of finishing school to help his family. “I want
to pursue a college education and help my siblings.
If I don’t become a seaman, I want to build a small
business which hopefully will grow big someday.”

The insightful and engaging talk was given by PLDT
and Smart HR Head for Learning and Development
Deng Kibanoff. Entitled, “10 Unsolicited Tips for a
Good and Happy Life,” the talk provided valuable
insights on how to live one’s life to the fullest as
one maximizes every opportunity that comes. This
includes dreaming big, fueling one’s passion, and
never giving up.

“

What do you believe in and stand for?
What is your passion?
What is your dream?

“

Deng Kibanoff
PLDT and Smart HR Head for Learning and Development.
Three important questions he asked during his talk to high school students in Boys Town
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FOOD TRUCK FOR
NOURISHMENT
A food truck serves many purpose and becomes
a valuable ‘asset’ especially in times of calamities.
Hot food can immediately be served, raw food
can be cleaned and prepared well, while food
portioning can be done fast in sanitary conditions.
This is the reason why PLDT-Smart Foundation
(PSF) forged a partnership with TV5’s Alagang
Kapatid Foundation (AKFI) to launch a food truck
feeding program. The launch was done during the
Masskara Festival in Bacolod City.
To launch the new food truck, PSF in collaboration
with the PLDT office in Bacolod, served over 500
individuals from Brgy. Banago in Bacolod. The
beneficiaries came from indigent communities
who cannot participate in the festival due to lack
of means. With the food truck, PSF was able to
bring the festivities instead to them, even for a
day.
PLDT Negros Consumer Experience Zone, headed
by Rene Santillan, along with the PLDT Bacolod
employee volunteers and Smart Communications
Regional Customer Development Visayas
supported the project and brought smiles in the
land dubbed as ‘City of Smiles.’
With the generous support of Foton, the new
food truck is intended for use in relief operations,
especially in the Visayas and Mindanao areas.
During the launch, PSF also distributed Sacks
of Joy in Brgy. Robles, La Castellana and Don
Esperidion Presbitero Elementary School in San
Enrique, Negros Occidental.

POWER OF CONNECTION
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A TRADITION
WORTH CELEBRATING
It has been an annual tradition for PLDT Chairman
Manuel V. Pangilinan to celebrate his birthday on July
14 not only with his family, friends and colleagues
but with those who have less in society.
Through the years, MVP starts his birthday with a
morning Mass, followed by an outreach project that
benefits multiple organizations and church groups.
In 2018, the tradition continues and MVP’s birthday
was celebrated with a fun children’s party for the
students of Camp Aquino Child Development Center
in Tarlac.
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Tulong Kapatid, the Corporate Social Responsibility
Council of the MVP Group of Companies, the PLDTSmart Foundation (PSF) was among those who
made the event possible. Together with PSF, Tulong
Kapatid includes the PLDT Community Relations
Division, Alagang Kapatid Foundation, One Meralco
Foundation, Smart Communications, Philex Mining
Corporation, Roxas Holdings, Inc., Metro Pacific
Investments Corporation, Cardinal Medical Charities
Foundation, Makati Medical Center Foundation, De
Los Santos Medical Center, Metro Pacific Tollways
Corporation, and the MVP Sports Foundation.
Each member of Tulong Kapatid made the
celebration lively and memorable by giving away
prizes, loot bags, and learning tools and equipment
which included an air conditioner, a TV unit, desktop
computers, a DVD player, storybooks, and a kiddie

SHARING POWER

corner. A dental mission was also conducted by the
De Los Santos Medical Center.
As this year’s beneficiary, the Camp Aquino Child
Development Center is a pre-school learning
institution where dependents of troops as well as
neighboring communities enroll their children.
Supporting the rehabilitation and mission of the
Armed Forces Command to renew the learning
institution’s accreditation with DepEd, Tulong Kapatid
addressed some of the needs of our brave troops,
particularly by responding to the educational needs
of their children.
The soldiers prefer having their children study in
the camp, which is near their homes. By working
on improving the day care center, the troops aim to
provide an appropriate learning environment for their
children.
Tulong Kapatid continuously supports the bravery
and resilience of the country’s military. The Northern
Luzon Command is the main Armed Forces
Command that protects and secures North Eastern
and the North Western borders of the Philippines as
well as Central Luzon. The Command is housed at
Camp Aquino in Tarlac.

POWER OF CONNECTION
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HONORING OFWS
With less than a week to go before Christmas, more
OFWs are arrive home for the holidays. PLDT-Smart
Foundation (PSF) welcomed them at the home stretch
of the Smart OFWins Christmas Grand Salubong at
NAIA Terminals 1 and 3.
Smart OFWins Grand Christmas Salubong is a project
in partnership with Smart Communications and Duty
Free Philippines.
Among the winners of the Grand Salubong was Darwin
Capistrano of Mindanao who happily accepted the
Smart pocket Wi-Fi unit at the OFWins Christmas Tree
of Prizes. The father of two shared that he intends to
stay home for good. A dozen more OFWs were given
prizes to reflect the joys of the season of giving.

“

We honor our hardworking OFWs who arrive
in time for the Christmas
season. In our own
little way, we want to
show them that they are
appreciated and they are
modern-day heroes!
Ma. Esther O. Santos
PSF President

20
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HOLIDAYS –THE
‘PASKONG KAPATID’ WAY
Christmas is really a time for the kids and there is
no better way to celebrate the season than through
Paskong Kapatid.
Paskong Kapatid is an annual holiday event for kids
who may not have much in life but who deserve all
the joys of Christmas – even for a day. Now on its
fifth year, Paskong Kapatid is a collaboration event
between members of the MVP Tulong Kapatid.
In 2018, the beneficiaries were children from North
Caloocan, Navotas, St. Arnold Janssen Kalinga
Center and sick children from partner military units.
Every member of the MVP Tulong Kapatid puts in
best efforts to make the event an unforgettable one
for the children.

“Every Paskong Kapatid is different but just as
memorable. We come together as one MVP Tulong
Kapatid and we always come out stronger. We do all
these because we want to see these children smile
and have one of the best days of their lives – and
that in itself is the best reward,” said PSF President
Ma. Esther O. Santos.
Apart from the magic show and musical numbers
that entertained the children, bountiful food and
treats were also available. Each kid was also given a
gift bag, Noche Buena pack, gifts and souvenirs.

POWER OF CONNECTION
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LEARNING POWER
Learning is power. Learning is the most effective tool to eradicate poverty,
uplift lives and change the future.
In 2018, the PLDT-Smart Foundation (PSF) supported various educational
initiatives that empower students and teachers. It is not surprising as PSF
believes that a citizenry equipped with proper education is the backbone
of a thriving nation.
From providing scholarships and trainings to bringing digital literacy
to reach the farthest barangays, PSF’s educational mission is not only
empowering, but inspiring as well.
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LEARNING POWER

SCHOOL-IN-A-BAG
REACHES FAR AND WIDE
The challenges of the Philippine education system
are tremendous that government can’t solve it
alone. It needs the collective action of institutions
who believe that it is the power of education that
can solve decades-long problems of poverty and
inequality.

PLDT-Smart Foundation (PSF), together with Smart
Communications, have come up with a viable and
‘forward-thinking’ solution which even schools with
rotating brownouts can still use. Launched in 2017,
the Smart ‘School-in-a-Bag’ continues to link the
remotest and farthest schools to the digital world. In
2018, 10 schools received School-in-a-Bag.

POWER OF CONNECTION
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Bilangbilangan Daku Elementary School
in talibon, Bohol

Calituban Elementary School
in Tubigon, Bohol

Inawa Panaynep Elementary School
in sablayan Occidental Mindoro

Dioryong Integrated School
in Nagtipunan, Quirino Province

Hamticon Elementary SchooL
in Sagay city, Negros Occidental

Sumilom Elementary School
in Sumilon, surigao del norte

Alang-Alang Elementary School
in surigao city, surigao del norte

Candahug Elementary School
in Palo, Leyte

midtimbang central elementary school
in talayan, maguindanao

Sahaya Integrated islamic learning center
in patikul, sulu

LEARNING POWER

The School-in-a-Bag includes one LED TV, one
teacher’s laptop, five mobile tablets, one solar panel
with batteries, one teacher’s tablet, one Smart Bro
LTE pocket Wi-Fi with starter load and one memory
drive for storage of educational content and other
school files, curriculum-based educational content
and training immersion for teachers including the
Dynamic Learning Program (DLP) Methodology.
In order to bring the School-in-a-Bag to a wider
audience – especially to those who need it the most,
PSF and Smart rely on partnerships with various
organizations and communities to identify deserving
recipients.

“

From partnerships with government and nongovernment organizations, local government
units, companies, academe, advocacy groups, and
media, we all need to work together to help build a
nation where no learner is left behind.

“

Ramon R. Isberto
PLDT-Smart Public Affairs Head. He is emphasizing how strong
partnerships with community stakeholders are essential in
developing Learn Smart programs.

POWER OF CONNECTION
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GABAY GURO GROWS
Even after 11 years of Gabay Guro, there is no sign
of stopping or slowing down for this multi-awarded
project that has evolved from just being a tribute to
teachers to a holistic program that “changes the lives
of those who have changed us.”

7 PILLARS OF
GABAY GURO
Housing & Educational Facilities
Providing better facilities to teachers and
students
Scholarships
Now with over 45 partner schools

Evolving to now feature seven core pillars, the Gabay
Guro touches the lives of teachers in various aspects
ensuring that they do not just benefit for a day but
they are taken cared of for a lifetime.
FIRST, teachers are assisted by the Gabay
Guro by providing housing discounts
through partner-developers and by
providing them educational facilities such as
conducive classrooms. Teacher -- who consider the
classroom as their second home -- can fully function
at their best within a safe and clean environment.
To date, Gabay Guro has already constructed 50
classrooms located in Cebu, Bohol, Leyte and Capiz.

Trainings
Equipping and inspiring our teachers to
teach better
Livelihood Programs
Uplifting the lives of our teachers
Broadband & Computerization
Extending our support to teachers with
donation of computers
Teacher’s Tribute
Equipping and inspiring our teachers to
teach better
Innovation
Equipping teachers and school staff with
an innovative mindset

“

It is very noble to help a teacher. All of us
have experienced the guidance of a teacher.
It is now time for us to show them our
appreciation. By helping one teacher improve
his or her status in life has an enormous
multiplier effect that will eventually benefit
the students that he or she teaches,

Chaye Cabal-Revilla
PLDT SVP and Gabay Guro Chairperson
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LEARNING POWER

SECOND, an effective teacher is one that
is equipped with the latest in teaching
methodologies. Thus, constant training and
seminars are a must-attend for them. With
Gabay Guro, they are given training to equip them
to teach better. Courses include Teachers' Treasure
Chest, English Proficiency, Basic Computer and
Networking Skills, Emotional Intelligence, among
others.
THIRD, livelihood programs are also
introduced to teachers to help them
earn more income. It is a reality that
a lot of teachers are breadwinners too. Thus,
Gabay Guro felt the need to help teachers find
income opportunities by partnering with various
organizations providing micro-credit and livelihood
packages.

FOURTH, as PLDT is a digital
communications company, Gabay Guro
further extends the benefit of broadband
and computerization to schools. By extending
support to teachers with the donation of
computers, their workload becomes lighter
and they become more efficient. Gabay Guro
also donates broadband connection to schools,
allowing them to be connected to a world of
information.
FIFTH, innovation is the way in order to
survive the ever-changing models of
teaching. By equipping teachers and
school staff with an innovative mindset, Gabay
Guro elevates the mindset of those who mold the
minds of the young ones.
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“

Wherever life may take me, I will forever be a proud Gabay Guro scholar.
If I could give anyone just one piece of advice, it would be to never give up —
never give up on your dreams.

SIXTH, Gabay Guro is proud of its scholars
who have graduated among the top of their
batches. In 2018, PLDT-Smart Foundation
(PSF) and the PLDT Managers Club Inc. (MCI)
welcomed a new set of scholar graduates through a
'Simpleng Handog'.
The scholars are graduates of BS Education from
more than 50 partner-schools of Gabay Guro
nationwide.
“Congratulations to this year’s batch of Gabay Guro
scholar graduates – 10 of which are Magna Cum
Laude and 50 are Cum Laude. May you continue
your passion to serve the nation by enriching the
minds of the future generation,” said PLDT and Smart
Chairman and CEO Manuel V. Pangilinan.
PLDT SVP and Gabay Guro Chairperson Chaye
Cabal-Revilla recognizes the vital role education
plays in the lives of today’s youth. “Each
of you, our dear Gabay Guro scholars, are
truly the great embodiment of generation
change. May you continue to shape
the minds of the future generation
and be reminders on how
education can become
a powerful tool in
strengthening our
nation."
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One of the Gabay Guro scholars is Jerome T. Aguilar,
26-years-old from Santander, Cebu. During the
event, he shared his story of perseverance, hard
work, and a determination to never give up. His story
is one that inspires hope amidst life’s struggles.
I worked as a dishwasher in a small eatery. I was a
caregiver, a house-boy and a yaya or babysitter. It
was hard, but I never lost hope,” Aguilar said.
Even with challenges, his bright optimism rose above
the difficult situations. Aguilar was eventually chosen
by PSF and Gabay Guro as one of its scholarship
program recipients during his second year in college.
In 2018, Aguilar did not only graduate from college,
but he did so with flying colors. A proud Gabay Guro
scholar, he graduated Magna Cum Laude in Talisay
City College.
Simpleng Handog was an unforgettable night for this
year’s scholar graduates. Aside from good food and
great company, the crowd was serenaded by Asia’s
Songbird Regine Velasquez-Alcasid, Sam Milby and
Jona Viray.

LEARNING POWER

SEVENTH, perhaps the grandest of all in
the history of the Philippines, Gabay Guro's
Teachers' Tribute is a massive undertaking
that truly shows how teachers are appreciated for
their noble work and selfless undertaking.
Various special events are organized to honor and
thank teachers, providing them a 'day off' amidst
their busy schedules and heavy workloads.
In time for National Teacher’s Month, the Grand
Gathering 2018 was held at the Mall of Asia Arena.
No less than Department of Education Secretary
Leonor M. Briones joined the 20,000 teachers in an
afternoon of laughter, fun and entertainment.

“

The star-studded event featured celebrity
performances led by Megastar Sharon Cuneta,
Regine Velasquez-Alcasid, Ogie Alcasid, Martin
Nievera, Jaya, Gabby Concepcion, Randy Santiago,
and Christian Bautista, and more.
Aside from the world-class entertainment, the event
raffled off exciting prizes, including smartphones
and gadgets, home appliances, livelihood packages,
vehicles, a brand new house and lot, and gift
certificates, .
“Gabay Guro's annual Grand Gathering is our big
'Thank You' to all our beloved teachers who dedicate
their life to the invaluable role of educating our
children," said Gabay Guro Chairperson Chaye CabalRevilla.
In fact, the Teachers' Tribute is now also done
in provinces in partnership with LGUs. These
"Teacherfest" celebrations were held in Bataan,
Butuan, and Bulacan, and will soon be staged in
various parts of the country.

The 20,000 teachers present today represents
each and everyone of our 800,000 teachers.
This is a time to have fun, to enjoy and a time
to pay tribute to you and be recognized. The
private sector led by PLDT is honoring you.
After all, all of us are product of a teachers’
guidance. All Filipinos have experienced a
teachers’ mentoring whether public or private.
Leonor M. Briones,
Secretary of the Department of Education
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ON THE WAY TO
SMART CITIES
Paving the way towards the promotion of
innovative Smart Cities from across the nation,
the MVP Group of Companies attended the
inaugural course on Inclusive City Making of the
Lee Kuan Yew (LKY) School of Public Policy at
the National University of Singapore.
In partnership with the Leagues of Cities and
Provinces of the Philippines, the event was cosponsored with Grab and is an avenue to seed
progressive, long-term thinking on Smart City
planning and development.

TRAIN TO LEARNING
The LRT trains serve only one purpose -- to bring
commuters from point to point. But what if the
LRT trains become a venue to promote the love for
learning and reading?
This happened during the Teachers’ Month of 2018
when Gabay Guro, in partnership with the Light Rail
Manila Corporation (LRMC), unveiled the first-ever
Gabay Guro Train.
The Gaby Guro Train is an LRT-1 Generation 3 Train
adorned with a library-designed interior that features
various school-related images and literature. There
are handrail poles designed as coloring materials,
printed graduation caps on train windows, and
inspirational quotations about education that can be
found on different parts of the train.
“We give all our best efforts to bring simple joys
to our teachers. The Gabay Guro Train is one of the
ways we pay homage to these everyday heroes,”
said PLDT SVP and Gabay Guro Chairperson Chaye
Cabal-Revilla.
“LRMC recognizes the significant role played by
educators in promoting the well-being of students,”
LRMC President and CEO Juan Alfonso said. “Like
teachers who tirelessly guide and educate students,
LRMC wants to promote constant learning in the
daily life of passengers.”

30

PSF ANNUAL REPORT 2018

The participants interacted with leading experts
from around the world in exploring innovations
and strategies for tapping the power of
stakeholders. This serves as a platform to foster
urban excellence. The MVP LGU Leadership
Development Program for Smart Cities is
supported by PLDT-Smart, Meralco and MPIC.
Members of the Philippine delegation include
Governor Albert S. Garcia of Bataan, Mayor
Antolin A. Oreta III from Malabon City, Mayor
Francis Anthony S. Garcia from Balanga City of
Bataan, Manuel Carlos Ilagan Jr. from Bataan
Province Consultant on Transportation, League
of Provinces of the Philippines Executive
Director Sandra Paredes, and Vice Mayor Jaime
T. Lazatin from San Fernando of Pampanga.

LEARNING POWER

THE DYNAMIC LEARNING
PROGRAM CONTINUES
With the PLDT-Smart Foundation (PSF) and Smart
Communications as the lead program implementers,
the Dynamic Learning Program (DLP) is a framework
for teaching that help develop children to become
independent learners and significantly improve their
academic performance despite the multiple socioeconomic constraints while using the prescribed
curriculum of the Department of Education.
The DLP was developed by renowned physicists
and recipients of the Ramon Magsaysay Awards
Dr. Christoper Bernido and Dr. Ma. Victoria Carpio
Bernido. Created in 2002, PSF and Smart have been
supporting the program since 2011 and is now being
implemented by over a thousand public and private
schools.
The DLP is another step towards PSF’s aim to provide
communities access to learning opportunities through
the best of what pedagogy and technology can offer.
In 2018, it has reached 158 schools nationwide, 17
of which are from Rosario, Batangas (Jan. 11-12) in
partnership with World Vision; 30 are from Tubod,
Lanao Del Norte (Jan. 22-24) organized by Cong.
Abdullah D. Dimaporo; 15 from Sarangani Province
(Jan. 22-26) organized by Deped Sarangani and IP
Education; 40 school heads from different schools in
Davao City (Feb. 20-22); and 56 teachers from different
schools in Tagbilaran, Bohol (April 23-25).
"At the start, our goal was to help scale up the DLP
program so that it may reach more educators. Today,
our efforts are bearing fruit as DLP has addressed the
needs even of a new generation of learners whose
brains are said to be wired differently and who have
access to a wide network of information via the
Internet," said PSF President Ma. Esther O. Santos.
Dr. Christopher and Marivic Bernido, renowned physicists who developed the DLP

PSF Team together with the 56 teachers from different schools in Tagbilaran, Bohol last June 20 during the DLP training
POWER OF CONNECTION
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MVP ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE AWARDS
A financial grant given to deserving dependent of
PLDT and Smart employees, the MVP Academic
Excellence Awards continue to inspire the young
ones to study well and strive for excellence.
A total of 255 grantees were selected for 2018 of
which 103 were from Smart and 152 were from PLDT.
The grantees were deserving elementary, high
school, college and SPED students.
“We hope that this grant further encourages all of
you to become the best version of yourself. As you
were chosen among the many, consider the grant as
a reminder to develop your full potential in order to
become productive and responsible citizens of this
country,” said PSF President Ma. Esther O. Santos.

PNP EDUCATIONAL GRANT
Honoring the sacrifices of our nation’s public
servants — the brave men and women of the
Philippine National Police (PNP) — the PLDTSmart Foundation (PSF) has been providing
education grants to the children of PNP
personnel who perished or were injured in line
with the call of duty.
In 2018, PSF continued the tradition granting
educational assistance to 50 dependents.
Marking a decade of the project, the
partnership has benefited a total of 571
qualified beneficiaries of PNP personnel.
The donation indeed makes a difference in
the lives of its grantees and also contributes
to uplifting the morale of the uniformed
personnel of the PNP.
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BRIGADA ESKWELA
During school opening season, the PSF mobilizes its
resources and employee-volunteers to support public
schools in need of a helping hand.
In 2018, PSF went to two schools, the Iluminada Roxas
Mendoza Memorial High School in Bocaue, Bulacan and
the Carlos P. Garcia High School in Cubao, Quezon City.

GROUNDBREAKING
OF SCHOOL BUILDING

Aside from helping in cleaning and sprucing up of the
classrooms, PSF donated wall fans, a television set,
camping tents, retractable tents, cleaning equipment
and dictionaries. All these are aimed at enhancing
the students’ learning experience. The schools also
received sports equipment courtesy of the MVP Sports
Foundation.

PSF led in a groundbreaking in April 2018
to signal the start of construction for a onestorey, two-unit classroom building for
Santa Cruz Elementary School in Maribojoc,
Bohol. Aside from the ceremony which was
met with a fiesta-like atmosphere, PSF also
donated Sacks-of-Joy for the kids of the town.
The school was severely damaged by the
earthquake that shook Bohol in October 2013.
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BOARD OF

TRUSTEES
& OFFICERS
TRUSTEES
1. Manuel V. Pangilinan – Chairman
2. Ma. Esther O. Santos – President
3. Anabelle L. Chua
4. Atty. Ray C. Espinosa

4

5. Ramon R. Isberto
6. Menardo J. Jimenez, Jr.
7. Victorico P. Vargas
8. Jorge A. Consunji
OFFICERS
9. June Cheryl A. Cabal-Revilla
– Treasurer
10. Ma. Lourdes C. Rausa-Chan
– Corporate Secretary
11. Maria Carmela F. Luque
– Internal Auditor
12. Atty. Alex Aaron A. Rios
– Assistant Corporate Secretary
13. Ofelia P. Ortiz-Padiz
– Assistant Treasurer
9
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PSF is led by President Ma. Esther O. Santos
(4th from right). PSF team members are, from left:
Arcel C. Dacir, Emmalyn S. Araojo, Mark Anthony
R. Arevalo, Elvira C. Gumangan, Cherie Florette
R. Bauto, Ma. Lourdes C. de Guzman, Madonna J.
Hernandez, and Hayden Patulot.
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THE PLDT-SMART
FOUNDATION TEAM:
POWER IN ADVOCACY
For 25 years, the PLDT-Smart
Foundation (PSF) has stewarded
some of the most meaningful
socio-civic programs that aim to
encourage compassion among
its ranks, enrich communities,
and instill passion and excellence
in the hearts and minds of its
beneficiaries. More than just
providing seamless connection
between people, it aims to prove
that caring for its beneficiaries is a
long-term advocacy.
Formerly named PLDT Foundation,
Inc. when it was incorporated in
August 1994, PSF is now stronger
and more active, leveraging
on the strengths of PLDT and
its wireless subsidiary, Smart
Communications, since February
2007. With the PLDT group’s
state-of-the-art technologies and
extensive reach nationwide, PSF is
maximizing the services, facilities
and infrastructure of the company
to be able to give back to the
community.
Today, PSF is the expanded
version of the former organization,
with efforts consolidated and
aligned to create a bigger impact
in dealing with CSR, yielding more
significant results in connecting
people and resources.
Headed by PLDT Chairman and
CEO Manuel V. Pangilinan, PSF is
involved in programs focusing on
various areas such as education,
community development, sports
and relief operations.
All these endeavors are
committed to one singular goal –
that of uplifting the quality of life of
each and every Filipino.
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PLDT-Smart Foundation, Inc. (PSF)
8/F Ramon Cojuangco Building
Makati Avenue, Makati City
www.pldtsmartfoundation.org
foundation@pldt.com.ph

